
Varennes Elementary School
Valuing Each Student Growing to Greatness

Principal’s Pen

Varennes Tigers are Growing to Greatness…. One Step at Time!

Dear Parents:

Welcome to September! Can you believe already half the month is gone? I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each of you who came out to School Success Night. It was a pleasure meeting 
each of you! 

I would also like to remind each of your of our Independent Reading time we are requiring each of our 
Varennes Tigers to complete daily. Please continue to reinforce at least 20 minutes of reading every 
day and sign their reading log to ensure that they have done their reading. Reading will help your 
student grow strong in every subject. Setting aside a specific time at school and home for reading for 
enjoyment is essential for our Varennes Tigers to grow to greatness!

Thank you for the feedback I received about our monthly parent nights. Hearing from you is way to 
ensure that we are making the best decisions possible for our students. Some of you expressed the 
need to push back our monthly parent nights so that you can have adequate time to get your students 
to our events. Therefore, each of our parent nights (Family Fun and Fitness, Fall Festival, Literacy 
Night, Math/Science Night, Winter Concert,  and Spring Concert) will be from 5:00-6:30 PM. We look 
forward to seeing each of you at Family Fun and Fitness Night this month, on September 28th! Thanks 
in advance to Mrs. Croxton and her committee for planning this event for our Varennes Family.

Car tags for car riders are still processing. We hope to receive them sometime this week and distribute 
them next week to our car riders. Please remember that once the tags are distributed, they must be 
in the vehicle hanging from your rearview mirror in order to pick up your student in the car rider line. 
Each student will be given one tag. Replacement or duplicate tags can be purchased from the front 
office. If you do not have a tag, you will be asked to park your car and come in to pick up your student. 
This is for your student’s safety. Thank you for helping us keep our boys and girls safe. 

Thank you for such a great start to the year!  Let’s continue to encourage good behavior, effort, and 
positive attitudes among our students!  If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to let us know.  See you at Family Fun and Fitness!

Taria S. McIntosh, Ed. S
Principal

September 22, 2017



Mr. Lawson’s Lead
We are very happy with the opening of school. The students should be settling in to 
the routines of their classes, and those of the school.

If your student rides a bus or, if they plan to ride the bus, there are several things you 

need to know.

- If you would like to submit a new bus stop request for consideration, please use 

the link under the transportation tab on the Anderson School District Five website 

for requesting a bus stop.

- Kindergarten thru 3rd grade bus riders must have a parent or guardian at the bus 

stop to be released from the bus. The parent may sign a waiver for them to get 

off the bus without a parent or guardian present. This waiver can be obtained 

from Mr. Lawson or the transportation department at the district office.

Students are expected to adhere to all bus rules and procedures.

Counselor’s Corner

I have enjoyed getting to know each of our students and staff. If you have an individual, small group, 
or classroom based counseling need, please do not hesitate to ask. I am also willing to construct 
new lessons to meet the needs of our students. My goal is to help all students succeed in school.

Mrs. Cowden
School Counselor

Ben Lawson
Assistant Principal



Facilitator’s Focus

Motivated to Learn

What’s the best way to keep your child inspired to learn?  Help him/her learn to 

motivate himself/herself!  Raise a self-motivated student with this advice.

Point to the Future
Your child may feel more motivated to learn something if he/she understands 

how it will be important later.  Tell him/her about ways you use school subjects like math and 
writing at work.  You might explain how you count money in your cash register and compare it to 
sales receipts when your shift ends.  Or show him/her advertisements that you helped to write 
or design.

Move on from Mistakes
There are two ways to react to mistakes: feel discouraged, or get motivated.  

Encourage your child to look at a mistake as an opportunity to succeed next time.  If he/she 
made careless errors on a report, for example, he/she could proofread papers more carefully in 
the future (i.e. take a break before proofreading, read the paper from the bottom to the top, 
etc.)

Celebrate Hard Work
Have your child find natural motivators when he/she is faced with a big job.  For 

instance, he/she may plan to read a new mystery he/she has been looking forward to after 
finishing a challenging book for school.  Or you might let him/her organize a fun family activity 
that’s related to his/her science project.  The opportunities are endless!

Join us on Thursday, September 28 for

Family Fun and Fitness Night

5:00 pm – 6:30pm



Classroom Connection

Fantastic Fourth 
Grade

Fourth grade has gotten off to a wonderful 
start this year! We are enjoying learning 
about place value in Math, text structures 
in Reading, the Native American groups in 
Social Studies, and have started our 
weather and climate unit in 
Science. Please, if you have not done so 
already send supplies in for your 
students. If you need another list of 
supplies please ask any of the Fourth 
Grade teachers. 
We are looking forward to a wonderful 
year and Growing to Greatness with each 
of our students!

Fourth Grade Team

Fabulous Fifth Grade

Parents and Guardians, 
We are off to a great start! We have enjoyed 
these first weeks getting to know our students 
and seeing them learn so much! As we dig into 
fifth grade content there are a few reminders: 

• Students need earbuds/ headphones daily.   
• Materials/ Supplies must be at school each 

day.
• Students should be reviewing Science and 

Social Studies notes nightly. 
• Students have homework nightly  (Written in  

Agendas Daily): 
Math Review
Read 20 minutes
Spelling Activity

If you have any questions, please contact your 
child’s teacher.

Sincerely, 
The Fifth Grade Team

**Need: Clear 2 Liter Bottles-
Please send any empty clear 2 liter bottles to 
school**

Terrific Third Grade

We have had a great few weeks in third grade! In Reading, we are learning to make inferences. We 
are learning how to round in Math. In Science, we are studying rocks and minerals. We are traveling 
through the six regions of South Carolina in Social Studies. On September 29, a guest speaker will be 
coming to talk to us about Native Americans. Please send in headphones for your child to use with 
the iPads!

Third Grade Team


